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Circular No. 37/2017-Customs

F.No.450/08/2015-Cus.1V
Government of India
Ministry of Finance
Depariment of Revenue
Central Board of Excise & Customs
Wk
Room No. 227B North Biock, New Delhi.
Dated the 20" September, 2017.
To
All Principal Chief Commissioners/Chief Commissioners of Customs/Customs
(Preventive)
All Principal Chief Commissioners/Chief Commissioners of Customs & Central Excise
All Principal Commissioners/Commissioners of Customs/Customs (Preventive)
All Principal Commissioners/Commissioners of Customs & Central Excise

Subject: Implementing Electronic Sealing for containers by exporters under self-sealing
procedure prescribed by Circular 26/2017-Cus dated 1% )uly, 2017 and
Circular 36/2017 dated 28" Kugust, 2017 - reg.

T

Sir/ Madam,

Representations have been received from several associations sceking information on
the availability of RFID Tamper Proof One-time-bolt container seals. Field formations have

also sought guidancc of the Board regarding the identity of vendors, availability of the

electronic seals, web-based appl:catlon and provisioning of readers at various ports / ICDs.

2. Sevcral potentlal vendors have communicated w1th the Board & field formanons

regarding availability of seals and their intention to provide reader devices (for reading the
scals) at select or all ports/ICDs.

3. In order to ensure that electronic seals deployed are of a reliable quality, the Board has
adopted international standards laid down under ISO 17712:2013 for high sccurity scals and
prescribed that vendors intending fo offer RFID seals should furnish certifications required

3.1  To ensure uniformity in acceptance of the certificates submitted by vendors, required
under 1SO 17712:2013, it has been decided that all vendors proposing to offer RFID Tamper
Proof One-Time-Bolt Container Scals to exporters for self-sealing, must submit self-atiested
certificates from seal manufacturers to the Director (Customs), CBEC, North Block, New Delhi
before commencing sales. Where the certification is found to comply with the requirements of
the ISO standard, the names of such vendors shall be put up on the Board’s website
(www.cbec.gov.in) for ease of reference of the trade and field formations, as soon as they are
received.

3.2 The vendors shall also produce a contract or communication between the vendor and
manufacturer, 1o serve as a link documem and undertake that the seals for which ISO
certifications arc submitted are the samc scals pressed into service.




33 Any lime a vendor changes his manufacturer-supplicr, he shall provide the
documentation referred in para 3 of circular 36/2017-Customs to the CBEC, before offering
the seals for sale.

34 Clarifications have also been sought regarding the type/specification of the web-hosted
application. Whi]e cach vcndor may develop and design their own web-enabled application,
mcorpordted “For the purposes of conszstency in process of commumcatlon with the customs
‘ stations and the RMD - ach vendor shall provide information as specified in para 4 (b) of
: circular 36/2017-Clstoms to the department by email in excel format or any other forma
. that may be specificd by any field formation or RMD. This would permit ease ot
] consolidation of multiple feeds at the customs station and data integration. All {ield formations
: arc advised.to.communicate the designation based email addresses to _L}AQMe the,hst
! is plac;d on the website as mentioned at para 3.1 above.
! N
3.5 As a measurc of data integrity and sccurity of scaling, vendors are also required to
| " cnsure that the Tag Identification (T11) number is captured in their data base and the [EC code
of the exporter is linked 10 the same at the time of sale of the scals. ‘Upon reading at the Port /
ICD, the sofiware application shall ensure that the seal’s identity is checked with its TID.
Beyond this prescribed minimum feature, vendors will remain free to build upon any other
features of RFID system for enhancing security / functionalities,

P

4. For the ease of reference of the exporters, vendors are advised to publicise on their
website, name of each port / ICD where they have provided readers. Custodians and Customs
brokers are also advised to proactively engage with vendors regarding availability of reading
facilities at container terminals and CDs so that there is no dislocation to logisticmﬂns.

5. Considcrina the difﬁcultics cxprccscd by trade associations in locating vcndors of RF]D
scals is defurrcd 10 1" November, 2017. The emstmg pracucc may contmue till such time. It
is also provided that exporters are free 1o voluntarily adopt the new sclf-sealing procedure
based upon RFID sealing, if readers arc in place at the customs station of export from
1.10.2017. .

6. Apprehensions have been expressed by some associations and trade bodies regarding
thezavailability of reading-facilities imhinterland-1€PDs=Inview thereof; custodians o 1CDs are”
requested to facilitate the process of receiving handheld readers or 1n~;tallat10n of fixed J’_f_:%dch

- atthe ICDs and to approach the Board in case readers are not made available by “vendors at any
1CD by 10 October,. 201 7.

7. Difficultics, if any, may be brought to the notice of the Board.

8. Hindi version follows.
Yours faithfully,”
(/ ubair Riaz)
Dircctor (Customs)
I
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. Detmls of Vendors nrovxdmg E-seals
“as per C:rcular 36/2017-Cust0m5 & 37/2017 Customs

In tcrms ofParad.l. of Cnrcular 377201

F No 450/188/2017-Cus Iv' :

S ]-Customs, the detalls of Vendors seekmg to prowde E-
sea]s to_exporte_x_s as per requir ement of Clrcular 6/2017“—‘36/2017 &' 37/2()17 of‘ Customs as on date




F. No. 450!188;&’20‘.1{7;'(:115- v

documents, duly self-attested, as prsscnbcd under the Board’s Clrcuiars to Dlrector
_ (Customs), Room No. 227 B, North block, New Delhx with a copy on email dircus@mc in.
. The vendors as mentioned in List B have bucn mform:.d by e-mail. regardmg the
- deficiencies in their documents. They are “advised to ‘subnit the same at the earljest:
Vendors in List A, whose complete set of documents have bcen received would be mformgd .
. " separately by a letter wherein’ terms & condltlons would be. men‘uoned Those vendors are’.;
~ required to adhere fo. all” requirements as: mentioned in- Circalars 26i20i7 . 6/2017 &’
'3”/"017 Amy non-observancc to such condumns would !ead to- dzsquahﬁcaho that__

'espon bl fqr the conduct of the 3
) I hnstory of the self- sealmg should be visible to*
the expom:rs for thelr reference. - :
VThe vcndor shal ensurc that thc Tag 1dcnt1ﬁcat10n (TID) numbf:r 15 capture m thel

.-ensure lhat the seal s ldentlty 15 cheékcdwi'th ts T[D :

e i —————



